Screening for 
Domestic Violence

Domestic violence refers to physical, emotional, sexual, and psychological abuse of intimate partners and ex-partners whether married or living as a couple.

Domestic violence functions to dominate and control a person.

1 in 4 women will experience domestic violence in their lifetime.

Domestic violence is a leading cause of injury to women 18-45 years of age.

Universal screening is recommended by the American Medical Association because outward signs of domestic violence are not always present.

A positive response to any 1 of the following 3 questions constitutes a positive screen for domestic violence.

· Have you ever been hit, kicked, punched or otherwise hurt by someone in the past year?

· Do you feel safe in your current relationship?

· Is there a partner from a previous relationship who is making you feel uncomfortable now?

North Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence: www.nccadv.org 
National Coalition Against Domestic Violence: www.ncadv.org 
