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Support for military families


Military Families

Links offering different types of support

Below is a list of some private and military related links, and a brief description of some of the services they offer, as taken from their web site. Many offer more comprehensive services, and greater details should be sought from their sites. 

Air Force Aid Society
http://www.afas.org/index.cfm 
The Air Force Aid Society (AFAS) is the official charity of the United States Air Force incorporated in 1942 as a non-profit organization whose mission is to help relieve financial distress of Air Force members and their families and to assist them in financing their higher education goals.

American Red Cross
http://www.redcross.org/ 

It offers the services everyone associates with the Red Cross. However, it also allows military members stationed all over the world to send messages to loved ones back home during an emergency or other important events. These communications are delivered 24/7, every day of the year. There are also nearly 1,000 Red Cross chapters in the United States, on 109 military installations around the world and alongside our troops in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Kosovo and Afghanistan.

Assistance to Army Soldiers & Families during the Iraq War. http://www.aerhq.org/Assistance-to-AER.htm
The Army Emergency Relief fund offers assistance as family financial situations are challenged due to increased expenses from separation and other family adjustments as their needs require. Assistance is available to all active duty soldiers and Reserve Component soldiers ordered to active duty for more than 30 consecutive days. 

Children of Fallen Soldiers Relief Fund

http://www.childrenoffallensoldiersrelieffund.org/ 

This organization provides college grants and financial assistance to surviving children and spouses of our U.S. military service members who have lost their lives in the Iraq and Afghanistan wars. Our financial assistance program assists disabled service member families as well.

Defense & Veterans Brain Injury Center

www.dvbic.org
This program, administered jointly by the DoD and VA, has a mission to “serve active duty military, their dependents, and veterans with traumatic brain injury through state of the art medical care, innovative clinical research initiatives, and educational programs.”
Family Advocacy Program
http://www.militaryhomefront.dod.mil/portal/page?_pageid=73,46033&_dad=itc&_schema=PORTAL&section_id=20.40.500.260.0.0.0.0.0&content_id=190538 

The Family Advocacy Program (FAP) provides services to troops and family members experiencing domestic abuse and child abuse through prevention efforts, early identification and intervention, support for victims, and treatment for abusers. Everyone is required to report suspected domestic abuse or child abuse to FAP. This link provides a directory of Family Advocacy Program representatives at Army, Marine Corps, Navy, and Air Force installations around the world.

Federal Benefits for Veterans and Dependents

http://www1.va.gov/opa/vadocs/current_benefits.htm
This online guide from the Department of Veteran Affairs informs veterans and their dependents of the variety of federal benefits available.

Fisher Houses
www.fisherhouse.org 

This website offers a number of programs for military families. Among them are Fisher Houses which are for families of patients receiving medical care at major military and VA medical centers. The homes are normally within walking distance of the treatment facility, or have transportation available. Cost varies by location. The average charge is under $10. per family per day.  Family of service members injured due to service in Iraq or Afghanistan do not pay the daily fee.
GI Bill
www.gibill.va.gov
This site provides detailed information on the GI bill, such as eligibility and education benefits.

Hero Miles
www.fisherhouse.org/programs/heroMiles.shtml 

This program provides free air travel through the donation of frequent flyer miles by others for military personnel undergoing treatment at a military medical center or VA medical center incident to their service in Iraq, Afghanistan, and the surrounding areas.

Two categories of people can apply to attain free air fare:

· service personnel with an approved convalescent leave may be given a free round trip airline ticket from the medical center to their home and return if they are not eligible for government funded airfare.

· qualifying service personnel may be given free round trip tickets to enable their family or close friends to visit them while they are being treated at the medical center.

Airlines that are participating at this time consist of American, AirTran, Midwest, Northwest, Independence, Delta, US Air, America West, Alaska, and Continental. 

Legal Information & Resources for Military Personnel & their Families

https://www.jagcnet.army.mil/legal 

The Judge Advocate General's Corps provides online legal information and resources in such areas as family matters, financial issues (including taxes), insurance, immigration, housing (including landlord-tenant issues), estates, the Soldiers and Sailors Civil Relief Act, and consumer and contract issues.
Military HomeFront

http://www.militaryhomefront.dod.mil/ 

“The official DoD web site for reliable Quality of Life information designed to help troops and their families, leaders and service providers.  Whether you live the military lifestyle or support those who do, you’ll find what you need!”

Military Mental Health Screening

www.militarymentalhealth.org 

An online screening test offered by the DoD is taken anonymously, and screens for problems such as depression, anxiety, alcohol abuse, PTSD and bipolar disorder. It is intended for vets affected by deployment in all of the branches including National Guard and Reserves, and their family members. It is meant to identify symptoms before problems become urgent.  The site also provides information about mental health and substance abuse services covered by the DoD.

Military OneSource

http://www.militaryonesource.com/skins/mos/home.aspx 

Military Sentinel

http://www.consumer.gov/military/
This joint project of the Federal Trade Commission and the Department of Defense provides information and resources for consumer protection issues that affect members of the United States Armed Forces and their families, from auto leasing, to identity theft, to work-at-home scams. It also provides an easy, formal way to enter consumer complaints directly into a database that is immediately accessible by over 500 law enforcement organizations throughout the United States, Canada, and Australia. These law enforcement agencies use this complaint data to target cases for prosecution and other enforcement measures. The information from Military Sentinel can also be used by members of the JAG staff and others in the Department of Defense to help protect armed services members and their families from consumer protection-related problems.

Military Spouse Career Center
www.military.com/spouse 

This site provides job opportunities for spouses of active duty personnel.

National Center for PTSD

http://www.ncptsd.va.gov/index.html 

The mission of this program, which is within the Department of Veteran Affairs, is to advance the clinical care and social welfare of America's veterans through research, education, and training in the science, diagnosis, and treatment of PTSD and stress-related disorders. They also offer guides for personnel returning from the war, and another for the families. 

National Military Family Association
http://www.nmfa.org/site/PageServer
Among this organization's primary purposes is to educate military families concerning their rights, benefits and services available to them and to inform them regarding the issues that affect their lives.  They also offer a summer camp for kids (Operation Purple).

National Personnel Records Center – Military Personnel Records

http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/index.html 
This site is provided for those seeking information regarding military personnel, health and medical records stored at NPRC (MPR). If you are a veteran or next-of-kin of a deceased veteran, you may now use vetrecs.archives.gov to order a copy of your military records. For all others, your request is best made using a Standard Form 180. It includes complete instructions for preparing and submitting requests.

National Resource Directory

www.nationalresourcedirectory.gov 

The directory provides access to services and resources at the national, state and local levels that support recovery, rehabilitation and community reintegration.  This includes information on benefits and compensation, education & training, employment, family & caregiver support, health, homeless assistance, housing, transportation & travel. 
Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society
http://www.nmcrs.org/index.html 

This private non-profit charitable organization is sponsored by the Department of the Navy and provides financial, educational, and other assistance to members of the Naval Services of the United States, eligible family members, and survivors when in need.

Operation Family Fund

http://www.oeffamilyfund.org/ 
This program provides financial grants for immediate or long-term needs to the Families of soldiers who have been killed or severely disabled as part of the world wide war on terrorism.

Operation Military Support

http://www.operationmilitarysupport.com/ 

“We receive names of men and women who do not receive regular mail from home and connect them with volunteers who want to boost the spirits of military personnel. This will ensure that they can do their best with confidence that we in the United States are appreciative of them for keeping peace throughout the world. They are doing the job they are asked to do and we support them for serving.”

Operation Uplink

http://www.operationuplink.org/ 

This program keeps military personnel and hospitalized veterans in touch with their families and loved ones by providing them with a free phone card.

Operation USO Care Package

http://www.uso.org/pubs/93_325_1391.cfm 
This United Service Organizations (USO) program enables individuals to financially support care packages that will be delivered to service members en route to overseas destinations. . . . Operation USO Care Package is approved by the Department of Defense, and provides a safe, easy way for individuals and corporations to show their prayers and thoughts are with our service members. . . . The Care Packages contain an assortment of items specifically requested by the military, such as prepaid international calling cards, disposable cameras, toiletries, and sunscreen.

Scholarships for Military Children

www.militaryscholar.org 

The program is intended for those children who have a mother or father who are in active duty, reserve/guard, or retired military personnel. Or, if you are the survivor of a deceased member, and you have a military dependent ID card.  You must be planning to attend a college or university on a full-time basis.

Seamless Transition Home

www.seamlessstransition.va.gov 

This the VA’s main website for veterans returning from Iraq and Afghanistan. You can locate your local VA through this page. 
Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors
http://www.taps.org/ 

TAPS is a national non-profit organization made up of, and providing services to, all those who have lost a loved one while serving in the Armed Forces. The heart of TAPS is our national military survivor peer support network. We also offer grief counseling referral, case worker assistance and crisis information, all available to help families and military personnel cope and recover. We provide these services 24 hours a day free of charge.

Treats for Troops

www.treatsfortroops.com 

Treats for Troops was founded in early 2003 by Denver business woman Deborah Crane, who was determined to make it safe and simple for every American to send packages and messages of support to our men and women in uniform year round.

Since the Treats for Troops Gift Shops opened in June of 2003, friends, family members, groups, organizations and individual sponsors have sent over twenty tons of treats to American soldiers through Treats for Troops.

Friends and family members tell us they love shopping in our Gift Shops, where they can choose from dozens of themed packages or hundreds of individual items, all selected after lots of input from soldiers and family members.

Individuals, organizations and groups who don’t personally know anyone in the military, but want to show their support can sponsor soldiers through our unique Foster-A-Soldier Program. Sponsors can choose their soldiers by branch of service, home state or gender.

Companies who are proud of our soldiers and would like to help us make sure packages are going out all year long can be part of our customized Corporate Sponsor Program.

We invite you to spend some time on our Web site, where you can read thank you notes from troops who’ve received packages, browse our Gift Shops, send a package to someone you know, sponsor a soldier, drop into a chat room, read comments from president Deborah Crane, send us your ideas and catch up on all the latest news and events.

Treat the Troops

www.treatthetroops.org 

Treat The Troops was started by Jeanette Cram of Hilton Head Island, SC. She loves to bake cookies for the military men and women serving our country. Her friends, referred to as "Crumbs," help make the batter, pack the cookies, prepare the shipping and customs labels. What began in her kitchen in 1990 during the Gulf War has grown to a nationwide network of committed volunteer "crumbs" who have rallied their friends, businesses and school groups to participate and share in the good feeling of supporting the troops in harm's way. 

Vet Jobs.Com

www.vetjobs.com 

A full-service job and resume posting site that was founded by two former Navy officers with the belief that “veterans make the best employees.” A completely free service. 

Veteran Employment
www.veteranemployment.com 

Working exclusively with Monster.com this site allows you to search for jobs, including those with security clearance. 

Vets 4 Warriors  (855 VET TALK, 855 838 8255. available 24/7)

www.vets4warriors.com 

Talk on the phone for ongoing support or chat on line, resources, tips for handling stress, referrals (legal, housing, medical, psychological and other needs). 
We are here to help. We have all served in uniform for the United States Military. Some members of our staff have served in combat missions while others have served in supporting and peace keeping missions. However, we are all Veterans of the United States Military and we are all here to help the men and women who are currently serving or have served in the National Guard and Reserve.

While our mission is to serve military and Veterans, we are a separate organization outside of the military. We are also separate from the Veterans Administration. We don't discuss your calls with the military, the VA, or anyone else; your calls to us are completely confidential and, if you choose, you may remain anonymous.

Our staff will listen and not judge you for anything. If you want to just talk, we will support that. If you need some information, we can help you find it. Our deal is to partner with you on your quest and do our best to help you succeed.
