Child Abuse Reporting
NC General Statue 7B-301

Any person or institution who has cause to suspect that any juvenile is abused,
neglected or dependent, as defined by 7B-101, or has died as the result of maltreatment,
shall (this means must) report the case of that juvenile to the director of the Dept. of
Social Services in the county where the juvenile resides or is found. Note: Suspected
abuse of disabled adults, or the elderly, also mandate a report being made.

Interpretation: if you have a thought, or question in your mind as to whether something
constitutes abuse and should be reported, you have to report it. The only time not to
report an incident is when the thought has never entered your mind whatsoever. You are
offered legal protection from criminal or civil prosecution for making a good faith
reporting even if nothing comes of it.

Remember
% Abuse reporting has to be in writing, by phone or in person. You are required to
give your name.
% There are Federal rules that still apply concerning the confidentiality of substance
abuse issues

Once the report is made, DSS can request any record that the Director deems relevant to
the investigation or to the provision of protective services for the child. Upon receipt of
such a request, access shall be given to the records, with the exception of substance or
alcohol abuse records.

You are encouraged to familiarize yourself with the specifics of the law, much of it being
offered below. It is extremely broad. Key phrases are highlighted in red, and some are in
bold and/or underlined as well to make it easier to find the necessary material. The blue
sections are other parts of NC General Statutes that are referenced in the Child Abuse law
(7B-101), offering greater specificity and clarity of details.

Whom to report to

New Hanover County: 1650 Greenfield St.
Wilmington, 28401
910 341 4700

Pender County: 80 S. Walker St.
PO Drawer 1207
Burgaw, 28425
910 259 1240

Brunswick County: 60 Government Rd.
PO Box 219
Bolivia, 28422
910 253 2077



Parts of the law are offered below.

Chapter 7B.
Juvenile Code.

SUBCHAPTER I. ABUSE, NEGLECT, DEPENDENCY.

ARTICLE 1.
Purpose; Definitions.

§ 7B-101. Definitions.
As used in this Subchapter, unless the context clearly
requires otherwise, the following words have the listed meanings:

(1) Abused juveniles. -- Any juvenile less than 18
years of age whose parent, guardian, custodian, or caretaker:
a. Inflicts or allows to be inflicted upon the

juvenile a serious physical injury by other than accidental
means;

b. Creates or allows to be created a
substantial risk of serious physical injury to the juvenile by
other than accidental means;

c. Uses or allows to be used upon the juvenile
cruel or grossly inappropriate procedures or cruel or grossly
inappropriate devices to modify behavior;

d. Commits, permits, or encourages the
commission of a violation of the following laws by, with, or upon
the juvenile: first-degree rape, as provided in G.S. 14-27.2;
second degree rape as provided in G.S. 14-27.3; first-degree
sexual offense, as provided in G.S. 14-27.4; second degree sexual
offense, as provided in G.S. 14-27.5;

G.S. 14-27.2 First degree rape

(a) A person is guilty of rape in the first degree if the person engages in vaginal
intercourse:

(1) With a victim who is a child under the age of 13 years and the defendant is at least 12
years old and is at least four years older than the victim [Remainder of statute omitted.]

G.S. 14-27.4 First degree sex offense

(a) A person is guilty of a sexual offense in the first degree if the person engages in a
sexual act:

(1) With a victim who is a child under the age of 13 years and the defendant is at least 12
years old and is at least four years older than the victim [Remainder of statute omitted.]
G.S. 14-27.7A Statutory rape or sex offense of a person who is 13, 14, or 15 years old
(a) A defendant is guilty of a Class B1 felony if the defendant engages in vaginal
intercourse or a sexual act with another person who is 13, 14, or 15 years old and the
defendant is at least six years older than the person, except when the defendant is
lawfully married to the person.



(b) A defendant is guilty of a Class C felony if the defendant engages in vaginal
intercourse or a sexual act with another person and the person is 13, 14, or 15 years old
and the defendant is more than four but less than six years older than the person, except
when the defendant is lawfully married to the person.

sexual act by a custodian,
as provided in G.S. 14-27.7; crime against nature, as provided in
G.S. 14-177;

North Carolina General Statute § 14-177 states: "If any person shall commit the crime
against nature, with mankind or beast, he shall be punished as a Class I felon." Class I
felonies are punishable by up to one year in prison. N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-1340.17. This
law applies to everyone, regardless of sexual orientation.

Although the language of the law is vague, case law clearly identifies certain acts as
crimes against nature. The following acts are illegal under the CAN law: fellatio,
cunnilingus, anal intercourse, and any sexual activity involving animals. Cunnilingus and
fellatio refer to the oral stimulation and penetration, however slight, of female or male
genitalia. Anal intercourse is the penetration of the anal opening of another person's body
by any object. Evidence of penetration, however slight, of or by one's sexual organs, is
necessary in order to be found guilty of violating the CAN law; however, a conviction for

attempting to violate the CAN law does not require evidence of penetration.

incest, as provided in G.S. 14-178 and G.S. 14-179;
preparation of obscene photographs, slides, or motion pictures of
the juvenile, as provided in G.S. 14-190.5; employing or
permitting the juvenile to assist in a violation of the obscenity

laws as provided in G.S. 14-190.6; dissemination of obscene
material to the juvenile as provided in G.S. 14-190.7 and G.S. 14-
190.8; displaying or disseminating material harmful to the

juvenile as provided in G.S. 14-190.14 and G.S. 14-190.15; first

and second degree sexual exploitation of the juvenile as provided

in G.S. 14-190.16 and G.S. 14-190.17; promoting the prostitution

of the juvenile as provided in G.S. 14-190.18; and taking

indecent liberties with the juvenile, as provided in G.S. 14-

202.1, regardless of the age of the parties;

§ 14-190.1. Obscene literature and exhibitions.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to
intentionally disseminate obscenity. A person, firm or corporation
disseminates obscenity within the meaning of this Article if he or it:
(1) Sells, delivers or provides or offers or agrees to sell, deliver or
provide any obscene writing, picture, record or other representation or
embodiment of the obscene; or

(2) Presents or directs an obscene play, dance or other performance or
participates directly in that portion thereof which makes it obscene;
or

(3) Publishes, exhibits or otherwise makes available anything obscene;
or

(4) Exhibits, presents, rents, sells, delivers or provides; or offers
or agrees to exhibit, present, rent or to provide: any obscene still or
motion picture, film, filmstrip, or projection slide, or sound
recording, sound tape, or sound track, or any matter or material of
whatever form which is a representation, embodiment, performance, or
publication of the obscene.



(b) For purposes of this Article any material is obscene if:

(1) The material depicts or describes in a patently offensive way
sexual conduct specifically defined by subsection (c) of this section;
and

(2) The average person applying contemporary community standards
relating to the depiction or description of sexual matters would find
that the material taken as a whole appeals to the prurient interest in
sex; and

(3) The material lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or
scientific value; and

(4) The material as used is not protected or privileged under the
Constitution of the United States or the Constitution of North
Carolina.

(c) As used in this Article, "sexual conduct" means:

(1) Vaginal, anal, or oral intercourse, whether actual or simulated,
normal or perverted; or

(2) Masturbation, excretory functions, or lewd exhibition of uncovered
genitals; or

(3) An act or condition that depicts torture, physical restraint by
being fettered or bound, or flagellation of or by a nude person or a
person clad in undergarments or in revealing or bizarre costume.

(d) Obscenity shall be judged with reference to ordinary adults except
that it shall be judged with reference to children or other especially
susceptible audiences if it appears from the character of the material
or the circumstances of its dissemination to be especially designed for
or directed to such children or audiences.

(e) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to
knowingly and intentionally create, buy, procure or possess obscene
material with the purpose and intent of disseminating it unlawfully.
(f) It shall be unlawful for a person, firm or corporation to advertise
or otherwise promote the sale of material represented or held out by
said person, firm or corporation as obscene.

(g) Violation of this section is a Class I felony.

(h) Obscene material disseminated, procured, or promoted in violation
of this section is contraband. (1971, c. 405, s. 1; 1973, c. 1434, s. 1;
1985, c¢. 703, s. 1; 1993, c. 539, s. 1194; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s.
14 (c) .)

§ 14-190.5. Preparation of obscene photographs, slides and motion
pictures.

Every person who knowingly:

(1) Photographs himself or any other person, for purposes of preparing
an obscene film, photograph, negative, slide or motion picture for the
purpose of dissemination; or

(2) Models, poses, acts, or otherwise assists in the preparation of any
obscene film, photograph, negative, slide or motion picture for the
purpose of dissemination,

shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. (1971, c. 405, s. 1; 1985, c.
703, s. 5; 1993, c. 539, s. 123; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 1l4(c).)

§ 14-190.6. Employing or permitting minor to assist in offense under
Article.

Every person 18 years of age or older who intentionally, in any manner,
hires, employs, uses or permits any minor under the age of 16 years to
do or assist in doing any act or thing constituting an offense under
this Article and involving any material, act or thing he knows or
reasonably should know to be obscene within the meaning of G.S. 14-
190.1, shall be guilty of a Class I felony. (1971, c. 405, s. 1; 1983,
c. 916, s. 2; 1985, c. 703, s. 6.)



§ 14-190.7. Dissemination to minors under the age of 16 years.

Every person 18 years of age or older who knowingly disseminates to any
minor under the age of 16 years any material which he knows or
reasonably should know to be obscene within the meaning of G.S. 14-
190.1 shall be guilty of a Class I felony. (1971, c. 405, s. 1; 1977, c.
440, s. 2; 1985, c. 703, s. 7.)

§ 14-190.8. Dissemination to minors under the age of 13 years.

Every person 18 years of age or older who knowingly disseminates to any
minor under the age of 13 years any material which he knows or
reasonably should know to be obscene within the meaning of G.S. 14-
190.1 shall be punished as a Class I felon. (1971, c. 405, s. 1; 1977,
c. 440, s. 3; 1979, c¢. 760, s. 5; 1983, c¢. 175, ss. 7, 10, c. 720, ss.
4, 10; 1985, c¢. 703, s. 8; 1993, c. 539, s. 1195; 1994, Ex. Sess., cC.
24, s. 1l4(c).)

§ 14-190.9. Indecent exposure.

(a) Any person who shall willfully expose the private parts of his or
her person in any public place and in the presence of any other person
or persons, of the opposite sex, or aids or abets in any such act, or
who procures another to perform such act; or any person, who as owner,
manager, lessee, director, promoter or agent, or in any other capacity
knowingly hires, leases or permits the land, building, or premises of
which he is owner, lessee or tenant, or over which he has control, to
be used for purposes of any such act, shall be guilty of a Class 2
misdemeanor.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a woman may breast feed
in any public or private location where she is otherwise authorized to
be, irrespective of whether the nipple of the mother's breast is
uncovered during or incidental to the breast feeding. (1971, c. 591, s.
1; 1993, c¢. 301, s. 1, c. 539, s. 124; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s.

14 (c) .)

§ 14-190.13. Definitions for certain offenses concerning minors.

The following definitions apply to G.S. 14-190.14, displaying material
harmful to minors; G.S. 14-190.15, disseminating or exhibiting to
minors harmful material or performances; G.S. 14-190.16, first degree
sexual exploitation of a minor; G.S. 14-190.17, second degree sexual
exploitation of a minor; G.S. 14-190.17A, third degree sexual
exploitation of a minor; G.S. 14-190.18, promoting prostitution of a
minor; and G.S. 14-190.19, participating in prostitution of a minor.
(1) Harmful to Minors. -- That quality of any material or performance
that depicts sexually explicit nudity or sexual activity and that,
taken as a whole, has the following characteristics:

a. The average adult person applying contemporary community standards
would find that the material or performance has a predominant tendency
to appeal to a prurient interest of minors in sex; and

b. The average adult person applying contemporary community standards
would find that the depiction of sexually explicit nudity or sexual
activity in the material or performance is patently offensive to
prevailing standards in the adult community concerning what is suitable
for minors; and

c. The material or performance lacks serious literary, artistic,
political, or scientific value for minors.

(2) Material. -- Pictures, drawings, video recordings, films or other
visual depictions or representations but not material consisting
entirely of written words.

(3) Minor. -- An individual who is less than 18 years old and is not
married or judicially emancipated.



(4) Prostitution. -- Engaging or offering to engage in sexual activity
with or for another in exchange for anything of wvalue.

(5) Sexual Activity. -- Any of the following acts:

a. Masturbation, whether done alone or with another human or an animal.
b. Vaginal, anal, or oral intercourse, whether done with another human
or with an animal.

c. Touching, in an act of apparent sexual stimulation or sexual abuse,
of the clothed or unclothed genitals, pubic area, or buttocks of
another person or the clothed or unclothed breasts of a human female.
d. An act or condition that depicts torture, physical restraint by
being fettered or bound, or flagellation of or by a person clad in
undergarments or in revealing or bizarre costume.

e. Excretory functions; provided, however, that this sub-subdivision
shall not apply to G.S. 14-190.17A.

f. The insertion of any part of a person's body, other than the male
sexual organ, or of any object into another person's anus or vagina,
except when done as part of a recognized medical procedure.

(6) Sexually Explicit Nudity. -- The showing of:

a. Uncovered, or less than opaquely covered, human genitals, pubic
area, or buttocks, or the nipple or any portion of the areola of the
human female breast, except as provided in G.S. 14-190.9(b); or

b. Covered human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state. (1985, c.
703, s. 9; 1989 (Reg. Sess., 1990), c. 1022, s. 2; 1993, c. 301, s. 2.)
§ 14-190.14. Displaying material harmful to minors.

(a) Offense. —-- A person commits the offense of displaying material
that is harmful to minors if, having custody, control, or supervision
of a commercial establishment and knowing the character or content of
the material, he displays material that is harmful to minors at that
establishment so that it is open to view by minors as part of the
invited general public. Material is not considered displayed under this
section if the material is placed behind "blinder racks" that cover the
lower two thirds of the material, is wrapped, is placed behind the
counter, or is otherwise covered or located so that the portion that is
harmful to minors is not open to the view of minors.

(b) Punishment. -- Violation of this section is a Class 2 misdemeanor.
Each day's violation of this section is a separate offense. (1985, c.
703, s. 9; 1993, c. 539, s. 125; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 1l4(c).)

§ 14-190.15. Disseminating harmful material to minors; exhibiting
harmful performances to minors.

(a) Disseminating Harmful Material. -- A person commits the offense of
disseminating harmful material to minors if, with or without
consideration and knowing the character or content of the material, he:
(1) Sells, furnishes, presents, or distributes to a minor material that
is harmful to minors; or

(2) Allows a minor to review or peruse material that is harmful to
minors.

(b) Exhibiting Harmful Performance. -- A person commits the offense of
exhibiting a harmful performance to a minor if, with or without
consideration and knowing the character or content of the performance,
he allows a minor to view a live performance that is harmful to minors.
(c) Defenses. —-- Except as provided in subdivision (3), a mistake of
age 1s not a defense to a prosecution under this section. It is an
affirmative defense to a prosecution under this section that:

(1) The defendant was a parent or legal guardian of the minor.

(2) The defendant was a school, church, museum, public library,
governmental agency, medical clinic, or hospital carrying out its
legitimate function; or an employee or agent of such an organization



acting in that capacity and carrying out a legitimate duty of his
employment.

(3) Before disseminating or exhibiting the harmful material or
performance, the defendant requested and received a driver's license,
student identification card, or other official governmental or
educational identification card or paper indicating that the minor to
whom the material or performance was disseminated or exhibited was at
least 18 years old, and the defendant reasonably believed the minor was
at least 18 years old.

(4) The dissemination was made with the prior consent of a parent or
guardian of the recipient.

(d) Punishment. -- Violation of this section is a Class 1

misdemeanor. (1985, c. 703, s. 9; 1993, c. 539, s. 126; 1994, Ex. Sess.,
c. 24, s. 1l4(c).)

14-202.1. Taking indecent liberties with children.
(a) A person is guilty of taking indecent liberties with children if,
being 16 years of age or more and at least five years older than the
child in question, he either:
(1) Willfully takes or attempts to take any immoral, improper, or
indecent liberties with any child of either sex under the age of 16
years for the purpose of arousing or gratifying sexual desire; or
(2) Willfully commits or attempts to commit any lewd or lascivious act
upon or with the body or any part or member of the body of any child of
either sex under the age of 16 years.
(b) Taking indecent liberties with children is punishable as a Class F
felony. (1955, c. 764; 1975, c. 779; 1979, c. 760, s. 5; 1979, 2nd
Sess., c. 1316, s. 47; 1981, c¢. 63, s. 1, c. 179, s. 14; 1993, c. 539,
s. 1201; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 1l4(c).)
§ 14-202.2. Indecent liberties between children.
(a) A person who is under the age of 16 years is guilty of taking
indecent liberties with children if the person either:
(1) Willfully takes or attempts to take any immoral, improper, or
indecent liberties with any child of either sex who is at least three
years younger than the defendant for the purpose of arousing or
gratifying sexual desire; or
(2) Willfully commits or attempts to commit any lewd or lascivious act
upon or with the body or any part or member of the body of any child of
either sex who is at least three years younger than the defendant for
the purpose of arousing or gratifying sexual desire.
(b) A violation of this section is punishable as a Class 1
misdemeanor. (1995, c. 494, s. 1; 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 742, s.
12.)
e. Creates or allows to be created serious

emotional damage to the juvenile; serious emotional damage is
evidenced by a juvenile's severe anxiety, depression, withdrawal,
or aggressive behavior toward himself or others; or

f. Encourages, directs, or approves of
delinquent acts involving moral turpitude committed by the
juvenile.

(2) Aggravated circumstances. -- Any circumstance
attending to the commission of an act of abuse or neglect which
increases its enormity or adds to its injurious consequences,
including, but not limited to, abandonment, torture, chronic
abuse, or sexual abuse.

(3) Caretaker. -- Any person other than a parent,
guardian, or custodian who has responsibility for the health and



welfare of a juvenile in a residential setting. A person
responsible for a juvenile's health and welfare means a
stepparent, foster parent, an adult member of the juvenile's
household, an adult relative entrusted with the juvenile's care,
any person such as a house parent or cottage parent who has
primary responsibility for supervising a juvenile's health and
welfare in a residential child care facility or residential
educational facility, or any employee or volunteer of a division,
institution, or school operated by the Department of Health and
Human Services. "Caretaker" also means any person who has the
responsibility for the care of a juvenile in a child care
facility as defined in Article 7 of Chapter 110 of the General
Statutes and includes any person who has the approval of the care
provider to assume responsibility for the juveniles under the
care of the care provider. Nothing in this subdivision shall be
construed to impose a legal duty of support under Chapter 50 or
Chapter 110 of the General Statutes. The duty imposed upon a
caretaker as defined in this subdivision shall be for the purpose
of this Subchapter only.

(4) Clerk. -- Any clerk of superior court, acting
clerk, or assistant or deputy clerk.
(5) Community-based program. -- A program providing

nonresidential or residential treatment to a juvenile in the
community where the juvenile's family lives. A community-based
program may include specialized foster care, family counseling,
shelter care, and other appropriate treatment.

(6) Court. —-- The district court division of the
General Court of Justice.
(7) Court of competent jurisdiction. -- A court

having the power and authority of law to act at the time of
acting over the subject matter of the cause.

(7a) "Criminal history" means a local, State, or
federal criminal history of conviction or pending indictment of a
crime, whether a misdemeanor or a felony, involving violence
against a person.

(8) Custodian. -- The person or agency that has
been awarded legal custody of a juvenile by a court or a person,
other than parents or legal guardian, who has assumed the status
and obligation of a parent without being awarded the legal
custody of a juvenile by a court.

(9) Dependent juvenile. -- A juvenile in need of
assistance or placement because the juvenile has no parent,
guardian, or custodian responsible for the juvenile's care or
supervision or whose parent, guardian, or custodian is unable to
provide for the care or supervision and lacks an appropriate
alternative child care arrangement.

(10) Director. -- The director of the county
department of social services in the county in which the juvenile
resides or is found, or the director's representative as
authorized in G.S. 108A-14.

(11) District. -- Any district court district as
established by G.S. 7A-133.

(12) Judge. -- Any district court judge.

(13) Judicial district. -- Any district court
district as established by G.S. 7A-133.

(14) Juvenile. -- A person who has not reached the

person's eighteenth birthday and is not married, emancipated, or



a member of the armed forces of the United States.

(15) Neglected juvenile. -- A juvenile who does not
receive proper care, supervision, or discipline from the
juvenile's parent, guardian, custodian, or caretaker; or who has
been abandoned; or who is not provided necessary medical care; or
who is not provided necessary remedial care; or who lives in an
environment injurious to the juvenile's welfare; or who has been
placed for care or adoption in violation of law. In determining
whether a juvenile is a neglected juvenile, it is relevant
whether that juvenile lives in a home where another juvenile has
died as a result of suspected abuse or neglect or lives in a home
where another juvenile has been subjected to abuse or neglect by
an adult who regularly lives in the home.

(16) Petitioner. —-- The individual who initiates
court action, whether by the filing of a petition or of a motion
for review alleging the matter for adjudication.

(17) Prosecutor. -- The district attorney or
assistant district attorney assigned by the district attorney to
juvenile proceedings.

(18) Reasonable efforts. -- The diligent use of
preventive or reunification services by a department of social
services when a juvenile's remaining at home or returning home is
consistent with achieving a safe, permanent home for the juvenile
within a reasonable period of time. If a court of competent
jurisdiction determines that the juvenile is not to be returned
home, then reasonable efforts means the diligent and timely use
of permanency planning services by a department of social
services to develop and implement a permanent plan for the
juvenile.

(19) Safe home. -- A home in which the juvenile is
not at substantial risk of physical or emotional abuse or
neglect.

(20) Shelter care. -- The temporary care of a
juvenile in a physically unrestricting facility pending court
disposition.

The singular includes the plural, the masculine singular
includes the feminine singular and masculine and feminine plural
unless otherwise specified. (1979, c. 815, s. 1; 1981, c. 336; c.
359, s. 2; c. 469, ss. 1-3; c¢. 716, s. 1; 1985, c. 648; c. 757,
s. 156(g); 1985 (Reg. Sess., 1986), c. 852, s. 16; 1987, c. 162;
c. 695; 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1037, ss. 36, 37; 1989 (Reg.
Sess., 1990), c. 815, s. 1; 1991, c. 258, s. 3; c. 273, s. 11;
1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c. 1030, s. 3; 1993, c. 324, s. 1; c.
516, ss. 1-3; 1997-113, s. 1; 1997-390, s. 3; 1997-390, s. 3.2;
1997-443, s. 11A.118(a); 1997-506, s. 30; 1998-202, s. 6; 1998-
229, ss. 1, 18; 1999-190, s. 1; 1999-318, s. 1; 1999-456, s. 60.)

§ 7B-301. Duty to report abuse, neglect,
dependency, or death due to maltreatment.

Any person or institution who has cause to suspect that any
juvenile is abused, neglected, or dependent, as defined by G.S.
7B-101, or has died as the result of maltreatment, shall report
the case of that juvenile to the director of the department of
social services in the county where the juvenile resides or is




found. The report may be made orally, by telephone, or in
writing. The report shall include information as is known to the
person making it including the name and address of the juvenile;
the name and address of the juvenile's parent, guardian, or
caretaker; the age of the juvenile; the names and ages of other
juveniles in the home; the present whereabouts of the juvenile if
not at the home address; the nature and extent of any injury or
condition resulting from abuse, neglect, or dependency; and any
other information which the person making the report believes
might be helpful in establishing the need for protective services
or court intervention. If the report is made orally or by
telephone, the person making the report shall give the person's
name, address, and telephone number. Refusal of the person making
the report to give a name shall not preclude the department's
investigation of the alleged abuse, neglect, dependency, or death
as a result of maltreatment.

Upon receipt of any report of sexual abuse of the juvenile
in a child care facility, the director shall notify the State
Bureau of Investigation within 24 hours or on the next workday.
If sexual abuse in a child care facility is not alleged in the
initial report, but during the course of the investigation there
is reason to suspect that sexual abuse has occurred, the director
shall immediately notify the State Bureau of Investigation. Upon
notification that sexual abuse may have occurred in a child care
facility, the State Bureau of Investigation may form a task force
to investigate the report. (1979, c. 815, s. 1; 1991 (Reg. Sess.,
1992), c. 923, s. 2; 1993, c. 516, s. 4; 1997-506, s. 32; 1998-
202, s. 6.)

§ 7B-309. TImmunity of persons reporting and
cooperating in an investigation.

Anyone who makes a report pursuant to this Article,
cooperates with the county department of social services in a
protective services inquiry or investigation, testifies in any
judicial proceeding resulting from a protective services report
or investigation, or otherwise participates in the program
authorized by this Article, is immune from any civil or criminal
liability that might otherwise be incurred or imposed for that
action provided that the person was acting in good faith. In any
proceeding involving liability, good faith is presumed. (1979, c.
815, s. 1; 1981, s. 469, s. 8; 1993, c. 516, s. 9; 1998-202, s.
6.)

§ 7B-310. Privileges not grounds for failing to
report or for excluding evidence.

No privilege shall be grounds for any person or institution
failing to report that a juvenile may have been abused,
neglected, or dependent, even if the knowledge or suspicion is
acquired in an official professional capacity, except when the
knowledge or suspicion is gained by an attorney from that
attorney's client during representation only in the abuse,
neglect, or dependency case. No privilege, except the attorney-
client privilege, shall be grounds for excluding evidence of
abuse, neglect, or dependency in any judicial proceeding (civil,
criminal, or juvenile) in which a juvenile's abuse, neglect, or
dependency is in issue nor in any judicial proceeding resulting



from a report submitted under this Article, both as this
privilege relates to the competency of the witness and to the
exclusion of confidential communications. (1979, c. 815, s. 1;
1987, c¢. 323, s. 1; 1993, c¢. 514, s. 3; c. 516, s. 10; 1995, c.
509, s. 133; 1998-202, s. 6.)



